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and, after a sharp action, set fire to and completely
destroyed the pirate fleet, Clive and the troops were
then landed; and next day, after the ships had re-
opened fire, the fort surrendered. After this expedition
the squadron conveyed Clive to Fort St. David, and
then went on to Madras, where Mr. Pigot, who had
succeeded Mr. Saunders as governor, was preparing to
take advantage of the check which the French had
experienced in the Deccan.
In 1633, the year after Shah Jahan had destroyed
the Portuguese settlement at Hooghly, the English ob-
tained permission to trade in Bengal. Some years later
the palace at Agra was in commotion j the clothes of the
Padishah's favourite daughter had caught fire, and the
injuries were so serious that messengers were sent to
Surat to secure the services of a Frank physician. Dr.
Boughton, the physician selected, succeeded in curing
the princess, and received as his fee a firman granting
the Company permission to trade free of duty in
Bengal. His good fortune followed him to that province,
where he won the lasting gratitude of the Subadar by
attending one of the ladies of the zenana. The prince,
at his request, allowed the Company to build a factory
at Hooghly, and to establish agencies at Patna, Kasim-
bazar, Dacca, and Balasor. Such was the origin of the
first British settlement in Bengal. Early in 1689
Mr, Job Charnock, then Governor of "the Bay," was
obliged to withdraw to Madras; but in the following
year he returned and established an English factory at
Chatanati, whence was to spring Calcutta,, "the City
of Palaces.** During the Hindu rebellion against
Atirungzebe in 1696 the European settlers obtained